Recurrent scleral abscess after uncomplicated cataract extraction.
To report the unusual occurrence of a recurrent scleral abscess after uncomplicated cataract extraction. Case report of a 77-year-old healthy woman. Multiple cultures and antibiotic treatments failed to resolve presenting symptoms. Gram stain, Gomori methenamine silver (GMS) stain, and all cultures were negative. After drainage of the abscess, the patient's symptoms cleared briefly, then returned 6 months later showing a positive GMS stain consistent with Candida. The patient was treated with amphotericin, natamycin, and fluconazole at this time, and a return in visual acuity occurred along with a resolution of symptoms. No re-occurrence has been noted with 2.5 years of follow-up. Cataract extraction, although generally a safe procedure, can still result in unusual complications such as scleral abscesses. Excellent outcomes are possible once the infections are identified and treated.